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determined upon by Switzerland under the auspices of the sal
powers and according to principles fixed with their help.
Austria gave guarantees to France and to her own Allie
that she would be satisfied with Lombardy and Venetic
After twenty years of warfare it was only natural for he
to want some compensation,
No less important to France was the third secret article
Inasmuch as the establishment of a just balance of powc
in Europe requires that Holland be so constituted as to enabl
her to maintain her independence by her own means, the lane
bounded by the ocean, the boundaries of France fixed by th
present treaty, and the Meuse, will be joined in perpetuity t
Holland, The boundaries adjoining the right bank of tib
Meuse will be determined according to the military needs <
Holland and her neighbors. Freedom of navigation on ft
Scheldt will be based on the same principle which regular
the navigation of the Rhine, in Artide 5 of the present treat,.
The possibility of an annexation of the Netherlands by
a great power had been removed, to the advantage of the
House of Orange. Of all the solutions this was the least
injurious and the most favorable to France, Finally the
fourth secret article reads:
The German countries on the left bank of the Rhine, which
have belonged to France since 1792, will be used for the ag-
grandizement of the Netherlands, and for compensation to
Prussia and other German states.                           _
This was still another guarantee for France. Prussia
was to get part of the land on the left bank of the Rhine,
but only in compensation for her former territory lost to
her. Any expansion was forbidden. The words "balance"
and "European order" were then, as now, indeterminate
and could be perverted and turned to the advantage of
.ambitious and ruthless power. Dismemberment was not
the only danger confronting France. Without mutilating
France, by leaving her in possession of what she had before